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ABOUT IDCC

Learn about the Institute for Digital Civic Culture

WHY "PRINCIPLES"?

Why do we need Principles for Digital Civic Culture?

THE PRINCIPLES OF DIGITAL CIVIC CULTURE

Nine principles that apply for everyone.

THE NEED TO LEAD

The internet isn't going to just fix itself.

INVITATION TO CONNECT

We want to hear from you!17



ABOUT IDCC

https://idcconline.com/
https://crcc.usc.edu/dcc/


Rules? Are made to be broken! Or at least, bound by very specific

times and places making them inflexible and quickly obsolete.

Principles, however, are more adaptable. They allow us to create

cultures and communities that can evolve and grow and where

self-regulation is encouraged. As we look to develop the

Internet, the Principles of Digital Civic Culture found in this

ebook are useful across platforms and will serve us well

regardless of where we find ourselves online. They are rooted in

our humanity, so as long as we’re dealing with other humans in

digital spaces, we’ll benefit from them. 

You can download the printable mini-poster of the Principles for

Digital Civic Culture here.
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WHY "PRINCIPLES"?

https://mailchi.mp/a3ad4cbe6199/principlesposter


The Principle of Shared Humanity 

We prioritize humanity in our digital communications,

and refuse to diminish our human interactions by making

our online exchanges purely transactional.

SHARED
HUMANITY



The Principle of Information Integrity  

We take measures to ensure we are sharing and promoting

information that has value from reliable, verifiable

sources."

INFORMATION
INTEGRITY



The Principle of Conscious Engagement

We recognize that our words and actions in digital spaces

can have an emotional, intellectual, spiritual AND physical

impact on ourselves and other people; and we remain

conscious of our choices in all our online engagements.

CONSCIOUS
ENGAGEMENT



"NEVER DOUBT THAT A SMALL
GROUP OF THOUGHTFUL,

CONCERNED CITIZENS CAN
CHANGE THE WORLD. INDEED

IT IS THE ONLY THING THAT
EVER HAS."



The Principle of Humble Expertise

We offer our expertise with humility, and understand that

we can’t teach if we don’t respect the intellect and

autonomy of even those with whom we disagree.

HUMBLE
EXPERTISE



The Principle of Proactive Pluralism 

We proactively reach out to and include those who are

different from us in our online community so that our

online community can benefit from diverse ideas and

opinions. 

PROACTIVE
PLURALISM



The Principle of Personal Accountability

We refuse to blame others for our mistakes, and publicly

correct ourselves when we share bad information, mislead

others (even unintentionally), and when we fail to live up

to our own standards of engagement.

O

PERSONAL
ACCOUNTABILITY



"THE HUMAN SPIRIT
MUST PREVAIL OVER

TECHNOLOGY."



The Principle of Self-Control 

We understand the need to pause and reflect before

responding in online spaces.

SELF-
CONTROL



The Principle of Assertive Self-Care 

We understand that how we treat ourselves is how we will

treat others. We limit our use of digital media when it

interferes with our effectiveness online or offline.

SELF-CARE



The Principle of Courageous Determination

We recognize that hate and vitriol will inevitably be

directed towards us when we lead in online spaces, but we

remain committed to building community and promoting

healthy communication even in the face of others’ cruelty

and antagonism.

COURAGEOUS
DETERMINATION



THE NEED TO LEAD

BETTER ONLINE ENGAGEMENT IS POSSIBLE.



LEARN MORE AT IDCCONLINE.COM

INVITATION TO CONNECT

https://www.facebook.com/digitalcivicculture
https://twitter.com/IDCConline
https://www.linkedin.com/company/idcconline/
https://soundcloud.com/user-467538590
https://idcconline.com/
https://crcc.usc.edu/dcc/
http://eepurl.com/g1Ucdf


"SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
REVOLUTIONIZE OUR LIVES, 

BUT MEMORY, TRADITION
AND MYTH FRAME OUR

RESPONSE."




