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 global team of journalists and researchers 
 at the University of Southern California 
produced more than 100 stories about people 
dedicated to working for positive social changes 
as part of the Spiritual Exemplars Project. Often 
underreported and unseen, spiritual impulses can 
move individuals and communities toward justice, 
equality and compassion.

“Stories for Social Change: Spirituality in Action” 
is a multimedia exhibit that presents the narratives 
of these changemakers. It was originally presented 
at the USC Annenberg for Communication and 
Journalism, educating and inspiring 2,500 people 
in Fall 2023.

A

Who is a spiritual exemplar?

This exhibit is part of “Spiritual Exemplars: A Global 
Project on Engaged Spirituality.” From 2018 to 
2023, the USC Center for Religion and Civic Culture 
(CRCC) commissioned stories about 104 spiritual 
exemplars.

CRCC defined a spiritual exemplar as:
i A living individual located anywhere in the 

world
i Inspired and sustained by spiritual values, 
 beliefs or practices
i Significant impact that advances human 
 flourishing
i Admired and emulated by others within and 

beyond their community
i Respects human rights, such as those defined 

by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Project Overview
Invitation to Host the Exhibit

The exhibit is available for presentation in educational, 
civic, religious and communal spaces. The content 
can be adapted to different spaces and audiences.

Available Exhibit Assets

1 Exhibit Introduction Board 
 and Word Cloud

2 (61) Photos with Captions

  Spirituality
   Places of Worship
   Prayer and Ritual
   Nature

  In Action
   (7) Beneficiary Photos with Quotations
   (9) Photos with Captions 
   (10) Text Boards with Social Change Metrics

  Two Story Walls
  Each story Includes 9 photos, captions and 
  context displays

14 Banners
  (33) Fabric Banners
   Quotations from Spiritual Exemplars

  (5) Exemplar Portrait Mosaics

16 Berndt Archive
  Black and White Photographs with Captions

17 Multimedia 

Exhibit Contact
USC Center for Religion and Civic Culture
crcc@usc.edu
213-821-1181
crcc.usc.edu

Explore 
the Exhibit
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E X H I B I T  P I E C E S
Mounted on foamcore

Exhibit introduction board
 65 x 60 inches
 Can be customized 
 and reprinted

Word cloud
 60 x 57 inches
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S P I R I T U A L I T Y

E X H I B I T  P I E C E S
Mounted on foamcore

Context Board
 36 x 24 inches

Photo Images 
with Corresponding 
Caption Cards
 (12) 12 x 18 inches
 (7) 20 x 30 inches
 (3) 16 x 12 inches
 (2) 25 x 20 inches
 (1) 20 x 20 inches
 (2) 30 x 20 inches
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Photos are grouped thematically around 
various aspects of spiritual exemplars’ 
spiritual lives: places of worship, 
congregation, ritual, prayer and nature.

QR codes on captions lead to audio 
and video that allow viewer to see and 
hear the rituals and spiritual lives of the 
exemplars.
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Sample caption card (photograph 23)
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I N  A C T I O N

E X H I B I T  U N I T S
Mounted on foamcore

Photo Images with Corresponding 
Caption Cards 
In Action Photos
 (4) 12 x 18 
 (1) 18 x 12
 (4) 20 x 30

Text Boards with Social 
Change Metrics
 (10) 16 x 21-28 inches 

Beneficiary Stories with Images
 (7) 26 x 20 inches
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SOCIAL CHANGE
METRICS

various sizes:
16 x 21 inches
16 x 26 inches
16 x 28 inches
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BENEFICIARY WALL

(7) Photos with Quotations
26 x 20 inches

1 2
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1

S T O R Y   W A L L S
Photo images with caption cards 
(8) 16 x 24 for each of two stories
with introduction photo and context board
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2

S T O R Y   W A L L S
Photo images with caption cards 
(8) 16 x 24 for each of two stories
with introduction photo and context board
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B A N N E R S

33 Fabric Banners
Quotations from spiritual exemplars are 
displayed on 3.5 x 1.5 foot banners. 
They can be displayed on walls or hung 
freely from the ceiling. Patterns on 
each fabric banner hanging in the 
gallery represent the faith tradition 
of the exemplar quoted.

African 
Traditional Faith

Buddhism Catholicism Protestant
Christianity

Hinduism Humanism

Mayan 
Cosmovision

Islam Jainism Judaism Indigenous 
Religions

Old Norse



15

Exemplar Portrait Mosaics
5 panels
47 x 40 inches
printed on vinyl
with grommets

The QR code links viewers to an 
interactive map where they can 
explore the stories of all 104 
exemplars featured in the project.

1

2 3

4 5
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B E R N D T  A R C H I V E
The USC Center for Religion and Civic 
Culture holds two exhibits created by 
renowned photographer Jerry Berndt: 

The Soul of Los Angeles exhibit 
contains 100 black and white 
photographs (18" x 22" in black metal 
frames)

The Orphans of Rwanda exhibit 
contains 43 black and white 
photographs (16" x 20" images framed 
to 20" x 24")



The “Stories for Social Change: 
Spirituality in Action” exhibit website 
allows visitors to go deeper into the 
worlds depicted in the photographs. 

QR codes on context boards and 
captions link viewers to audio and 
video content.

M U L T I M E D I A
E X H I B I T  U N I T S

Multimedia
i 1 Interactive map
i 14 videos
i Musical playlists

crcc.usc.edu/stories



Center for Religion and Civic Culture

University of Southern California

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0520

EMAIL  crcc@usc.edu

WEBSITE  crcc.usc.edu
213-821-1181


